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Setting up a responsive website can be a bit challenging sometimes, especially if you have never 

done it before. This document will guide you through some best practices that we have learned at 

Shape5 when it comes to designing and setting up a responsive layout website. 

Our first piece of advice is if you are not comfortable with setting up a responsive layout, then don’t. 

Responsive layouts can be overwhelming, even though we believe that we have made it as easy as 

possible with our framework. Shape5 Vertex templates come with the option to turn the responsive 

layout on or off, it is completely optional. So if you are uncomfortable with responsive layouts simply 

use the standard fixed or fluid width instead. If you’d like to try it, then proceed with the rest of this 

document. 

 

Max Body Width: 

Responsive layouts will work with both fixed and fluid body widths. You can set this option under the 

Layout tab within the Vertex configuration as shown below. 

 

If you are using the fluid width we recommend enabling the Max Body Width option. The site layout 

will still work on a percentage basis of the window browser, but this option will not allow the site to 

become any larger than the set pixel width. This is very useful if you don’t want your site getting too 

large on very wide screen monitors. It also gives you some parameters to work with, so when you are 

designing you know that your site cannot become any larger than this value, rather than an infinite 

width. If you do not want to use this option simply leave it blank. 

IE7 and IE8 Optional Responsive: 

IE7 and IE8 do not inherently support css media queries, which is what makes responsive layouts 

possible. Because of this javascript is needed to add these functions to the browsers. Javascript can 

affect site performance, so if you experience any slowness on your site using IE7 and IE8 simply turn 

responsive off for these browsers. When it is disabled the IE7 and IE8 will simply use the default body 

width and fixed/fluid settings from the General Layout section. Keep in mind that the primary target of 

responsive layouts should be for tablets and mobile devices, where IE7 and IE8 do not exist. 
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Column Widths For Wide Screen and Small Tablets: 

Depending on how you decide to set the width your columns widths, ie: fixed or fluid, you can set the 

columns to behave in a specific way for each of these settings. We highly recommend using fluid 

columns for a responsive layout.  

The Single Center Column feature will set just the middle_top, middle_bottom and articles into a 

single column. This does not affect the right and left and columns at all. This setting applies to both 

fixed and fluid columns 

The fixed and fluid sections each have two options underneath them. These parameters pertain to 

how you would like the right and left columns to appear at specific screen widths. Be sure to read the 

tooltip for each option for a full description of what they do. 

 

 

Show Desktop Link: 

Even though you are using a responsive layout and there is no separate layout page for mobile 

devices, that does not mean that your site's viewers will understand this or even know what a 

responsive layout is. It has become a standard for websites that use a mobile layout to have a link to 

view the desktop view of the website, and this is what your site viewers will expect to see. This link 

simply turns off the responsive configuration using a cookie and calls the website like a standard 

desktop would when viewing in mobile. There is then a link to return back to the mobile view of the 

site presented. 

 

 

Image Sizes: 

There are several ways to make your images full width and fluid. We will cover several of these 

options, but first let’s point out the image controls in the Vertex admin: 
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Images Percentage Width – This option will set all images in modules and articles only to the set 

percentage of this field automatically. Enter a number from 1 to 100 to enable it. It should be used as 

a last resort, but it is offered as an automatic solution.  

Image Auto Height – If an image has a max-width on it this will make the height automatically adjust 

to be proportionate to the image’s width. For example if you have an image that’s 200px wide, and it’s 

inside a 100px wide div, the max-width:100% call will set the image to 100px. This option will make 

sure that the image height stays proportionate to the new width. We cannot think of a reason why this 

wouldn’t be used so it’s enabled by default. 

Image Max Width – This option makes sure that images cannot become larger than their available 

space. Enabling this feature will set images to a max-width of 100% (meaning 100% of the 

surrounding element’s width). This option is highly recommended to keep enabled. 

Full Width Approaches: 

1. Use the Image Percentage Width option described above. Again, this should be used 

sparingly, but if all your images are pretty consistently laid out then this offers an automatic 

solution for you. 

2. There is a built in class called “full_width” that you can apply to any image. This class will 

apply a width:100% to any image using the class. So your code would look like this: 

<img src=”image.jpg” class=”full_width”></img> 

This is a great way to set the width for individual images. 

3. Using larger than normal images is probably the easiest way to setup full width images. For 

example if you have 700px of viewing space available on your site then simply use an image 

around 1000px in width. Do not specify a height or width on the image, and as long as you 

have the Image Auto Height and Image Max Width settings set to enabled, the framework will 

take care of the rest, and resize it to fit the available space. It is much better to reduce the 

size of an image rather than take a small image and stretch. Stretching an image to a larger 

size will cause the image to look pixelated. With this method you can still use method 2 on the 

image for very wide screens so that the image still stretches for those rare cases where it 

needs to be a little larger. 

 

Hide Content and Modules: 

One of the biggest obstacles to overcome when designing a responsive layout site is that not all 

content, images and extensions were designed to work with responsive layouts. That means that 

sometimes you need the ability to hide a specific element on only certain sized screens, so that 

something doesn't break the site's layout and everything looks proportionate. We've made that all 

possible and very easy to do for you with hiding classes! There are three main ways to hide content 

on different size screens, and they are documented below. Please note that these classes are only 

enabled when the responsive layout is enabled.  

Hide Sections of the Template via the Template Configuration 

This is the simplest way to hide an area of the template is to use the template interface to easily 

select areas of the template that you want to hide on tablet sized screens (970px and less) or mobile 

screens (580px or less). Simply select the area that you want to hide and the Vertex framework takes 

care of the rest! These fields do work independent of each other, so if you want to hide something on 

both tablet and mobile sized screens you must select the same area on both fields.  
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IMPORTANT - If you turn off a column position such as right or right_inset something else must be in 

the same column or the layout will not work. The area that the column belong will still show if you 

decide to hide it.  

Hide Specific Modules via the Hide Classes 

If you have only a specific module that you would like to hide at certain screen sizes, and not an entire 

section of the template, this is the best approach. A hide class is a class that can be applied to any 

element on the page and hides that particular element at certain screen sizes. Classes range in 

100px increments for large screens and 50px increments for small screens. Below are some 

examples, and at the very bottom of this page there is a list of all the available hide classes. 

Use these sparingly if you can. As a recommendation, the primary target of these classes should 

focus on tablet and mobile sized screens. Wide screen monitors vary in size so it's much harder to 

use these classes correctly for large monitors. Tablet and mobile devices are much more consistent in 

size so it is much easier to apply the smaller hide classes.  

 

For example, say you want to hide a specific module when the screen sizes reaches 900px wide, and 

remain hidden for any screen below 900px. Simply add class=hide_900 to the title of the module like 

this:  

 

 
 

The class is simply put into the title of the module. There must be a space just before class= , and 

don't worry, the class area of the title won't actually show on the live site, it's only shown in the 

backend. It must be entered exactly as shown above. The title can be published or unpublished, it 
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does not matter which. Simply adding the classes to the title will apply the classes to the entire 

module.  

 

What if you want it to hide the module only for a certain range? That's easy just add _only to the 

end of the class name. hide_900_only will only hide that element from 900px to the next increment in 

the hide classes, which is 850px. So it will only be hidden from 850px to 900px. You can also add 

multiple classes to the title like this class=hide_900_only hide_850_only which will apply both classes 

to the module.  

 

What if you want to hide the module and then show it again later? That's simple, use show_ in 

the class instead of hide_. This will make the module show for the specified size no matter what other 

settings are on the module. So if you want to hide the module from 1000px and below, but you want 

to show it again later then do something like the following class=hide_1000 show_600. This will hide 

the module from 600px to 1000px.  

 

Is there a more simple way? Yes, of course, the above directions are for experienced users who 

want to tweak their content for every available screen size. If you don't want to mess around with 

specific window sizes simply use the following classes instead, which have preset screen sizes 

applied to them:  

 

hide_all 

hide_wide_screen 

hide_standard_screen 

hide_large_tablet 

hide_small_tablet 

hide_mobile 

show_wide_screen 

show_standard_screen 

show_large_tablet 

show_small_tablet 

show_mobile 

Why would someone use hide_all? This is a great tool for anyone wanting to show content only on 

a mobile or tablet sized screen but hide it on all other devices. To do this you should use 

class="hide_all show_mobile". The hide_all will set the content or module to display:none on all 

devices, and one the screen size reaches mobile size the show_mobile will override the display:none 

and show the content. 

Hide Specific Content via the Hide Classes 

If you have only specific content or images within an article or module that you want to hide then use 

the same hide classes described above, but wrap that specific content inside of the class instead of 

applying it to the entire module. For example, in the image below, the third paragraph will hide at 

900px and then show again at 700px.  
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Available Hide Classes 

All the available hide classes are listed below. Note there is a break at 970px and 580px to 

accommodate tablet and mobile sized screens. At the bottom of the list you will see inline calls, these 

calls should only be used if the default block calls cause a layout problem with your content, which 

can happen with applying a display:block. 

 

/* HIDE CLASSES 

----------------------------------------------------------- */ 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1600px){ 

.hide_1600 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1500px) and (max-width: 1600px){ 

.hide_1600_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1550px){ 

.hide_1550 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1450px) and (max-width: 1550px){ 

.hide_1550_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1500px){ 

.hide_1500 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1400px) and (max-width: 1500px){ 

.hide_1500_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 
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} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1450px){ 

.hide_1450 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1350px) and (max-width: 1450px){ 

.hide_1450_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1400px){ 

.hide_1400 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1300px) and (max-width: 1400px){ 

.hide_1400_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1350px){ 

.hide_1350 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1250px) and (max-width: 1350px){ 

.hide_1350_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1300px){ 

.hide_1300 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1200px) and (max-width: 1300px){ 

.hide_1300_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1250px){ 

.hide_1250 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1150px) and (max-width: 1250px){ 

.hide_1250_only { 
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display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1200px){ 

.hide_1200 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1100px) and (max-width: 1200px){ 

.hide_1200_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1150px){ 

.hide_1150 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1050px) and (max-width: 1150px){ 

.hide_1150_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1100px){ 

.hide_1100 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1000px) and (max-width: 1100px){ 

.hide_1100_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1050px){ 

.hide_1050 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:950px) and (max-width: 1050px){ 

.hide_1050_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1000px){ 

.hide_1000 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  
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@media screen and (min-width:900px) and (max-width: 1000px){ 

.hide_1000_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 970px){ 

.hide_970 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:900px) and (max-width: 970px){ 

.hide_970_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 950px){ 

.hide_950 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:900px) and (max-width: 950px){ 

.hide_950_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 900px){ 

.hide_900 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:850px) and (max-width: 900px){ 

.hide_900_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 850px){ 

.hide_850 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:800px) and (max-width: 850px){ 

.hide_850_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 800px){ 

.hide_800 { 

display:none !important; 

} 
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} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:750px) and (max-width: 800px){ 

.hide_800_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 750px){ 

.hide_750 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:700px) and (max-width: 750px){ 

.hide_750_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 700px){ 

.hide_700 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:650px) and (max-width: 700px){ 

.hide_700_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 650px){ 

.hide_650 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:600px) and (max-width: 650px){ 

.hide_650_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 600px){ 

.hide_600 { 

display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:580px) and (max-width: 600px){ 

.hide_600_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 579px){ 

.hide_580 { 
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display:none !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:550px) and (max-width: 579px){ 

.hide_580_only { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

.hide_all { 

display:none ! important; 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:1300px) and (max-width: 50000px){ 

.hide_wide_screen { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:971px) and (max-width: 1299px){ 

.hide_standard_screen { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:750px) and (max-width: 970px){ 

.hide_large_tablet { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:580px) and (max-width: 750px){ 

.hide_small_tablet { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:580px) and (max-width: 750px){ 

.hide_small_tablet { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 579px){ 

.hide_mobile { 

display:none !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1600px){ 

.show_1600 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1500px) and (max-width: 1600px){ 

.show_1600_only { 
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display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1550px){ 

.show_1550 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1450px) and (max-width: 1550px){ 

.show_1550_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1500px){ 

.show_1500 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1400px) and (max-width: 1500px){ 

.show_1500_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1450px){ 

.show_1450 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1350px) and (max-width: 1450px){ 

.show_1450_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1400px){ 

.show_1400 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1300px) and (max-width: 1400px){ 

.show_1400_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1350px){ 

.show_1350 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  
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@media screen and (min-width:1250px) and (max-width: 1350px){ 

.show_1350_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1300px){ 

.show_1300 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1200px) and (max-width: 1300px){ 

.show_1300_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1250px){ 

.show_1250 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1150px) and (max-width: 1250px){ 

.show_1250_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1200px){ 

.show_1200 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1100px) and (max-width: 1200px){ 

.show_1200_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1150px){ 

.show_1150 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1050px) and (max-width: 1150px){ 

.show_1150_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1100px){ 

.show_1100 { 

display:block !important; 

} 
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}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1000px) and (max-width: 1100px){ 

.show_1100_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1050px){ 

.show_1050 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:950px) and (max-width: 1050px){ 

.show_1050_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1000px){ 

.show_1000 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:900px) and (max-width: 1000px){ 

.show_1000_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 970px){ 

.show_970 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:900px) and (max-width: 970px){ 

.show_970_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 950px){ 

.show_950 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:900px) and (max-width: 950px){ 

.show_950_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 900px){ 

.show_900 { 
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display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:850px) and (max-width: 900px){ 

.show_900_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 850px){ 

.show_850 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:800px) and (max-width: 850px){ 

.show_850_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 800px){ 

.show_800 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:750px) and (max-width: 800px){ 

.show_800_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 750px){ 

.show_750 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:700px) and (max-width: 750px){ 

.show_750_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 700px){ 

.show_700 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:650px) and (max-width: 700px){ 

.show_700_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 
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@media screen and (max-width: 650px){ 

.show_650 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:600px) and (max-width: 650px){ 

.show_650_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 600px){ 

.show_600 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:580px) and (max-width: 600px){ 

.show_600_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 579px){ 

.show_580 { 

display:block !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:550px) and (max-width: 579px){ 

.show_580_only { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:1300px) and (max-width: 50000px){ 

.show_wide_screen { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:971px) and (max-width: 1299px){ 

.show_standard_screen { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:750px) and (max-width: 970px){ 

.show_large_tablet { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (min-width:580px) and (max-width: 750px){ 

.show_small_tablet { 

display:block !important; 

} 
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} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 579px){ 

.show_mobile { 

display:block !important; 

} 

} 

 

 

/* THE INLINE SHOW CALLS BELOW SHOULD BE USED SELDOMLY. THEY SHOULD ONLY BE USED IF 

THE BLOCK SHOW CALLS ABOVE CAUSE A LAYOUT ISSUE WHEN TRIGGERED. 

----------------------------------------------------------- */ 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1600px){ 

.show_1600_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1500px) and (max-width: 1600px){ 

.show_1600_only_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1550px){ 

.show_1550_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1450px) and (max-width: 1550px){ 

.show_1550_only_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1500px){ 

.show_1500_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1400px) and (max-width: 1500px){ 

.show_1500_only_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1450px){ 

.show_1450_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1350px) and (max-width: 1450px){ 

.show_1450_only_inline { 

display:inline !important; 
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} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1400px){ 

.show_1400_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1300px) and (max-width: 1400px){ 

.show_1400_only_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1350px){ 

.show_1350_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

}  

 

@media screen and (min-width:1250px) and (max-width: 1350px){ 

.show_1350_only_inline { 

display:inline !important; 

} 

} 

 

@media screen and (max-width: 1300px){ 
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