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First download the Joomla! 1.6+ Site Shaper that you wish to install from the Shape5 website – www.shape5.com  

Install the Site Shaper as follows 
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1. Download the Site Shaper package 
2. Place the Site Shaper in a directory that you wish to 

use 
3. Normally you should create a new folder for each new 

installation to avoid files getting mixed up 
4. Then extract the file to that folder 
5. You should see the Joomla! files 
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1. Create a database either online or on your local machine depending on where you are installing the Site Shaper 
2. Remember to write down the details such as the “Database Name”, “Username”, and “Password” as well as the 

“Hostname”.  You will need these later on in the installation. If you do not know how to do this you can follow the 
“creating a database in phpMyAdmin” tutorial. 

3. Open up your web browser 
4. Navigate to the directory where you have extracted the file (the instructions below may help) 

a) Local Installations 
i. For local installations you will probably navigate to “localhost” 
ii. XAMPP users should place their files in a folder within the “htdocs” folder 
iii. XAMPP users will find they should navigate to http://localhost/yourfolder/ 

Where “yourfolder” is the name of the folder where you have saved your files 
b) Web Installations 

i. For web directories you should navigate to the directory where you have placed the files 
5. You should see the page shown above 
6. Click “Next” 
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1. Joomla! will complete it’s pre-installation check. 
2. The top window shows required elements.  If any of these are set to “No” you need to rectify them before it will 

let you install Joomla! 
3. The bottom window shows recommended elements.  If any of these are “off” you can ignore them, but it is 

recommended that you fix them at some point in the future. 
4. If you wish to change anything, do so and then click on “check again” 
5. If you are happy to proceed click on “next” 
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1. You should now reach this page 
2. If you agree with the Licensing terms of Joomla!  Please click on “Next” 
3. This license is not written by Shape 5 or Joomla!  This is a “GNU General Public License” 
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1. You need to know your “Host Name”, “Username”, “Password”, and “Database Name” 
2. You should have created a database prior to this installation, if you have not done so, do so now. 
3. If you do not know your details you should contact your host and ask them 
4. If you are hosting the site locally try using the suggestions that Joomla! provides or seek help on the Joomla! website 
5. You can probably leave “mysql” as it is, however, if your host advises you differently you should change this 
6. You must fill all of the details except the advanced settings. 
7. You do not need to change the advanced settings for a Site Shaper installation. 
8. In the top right hand corner click on “Next” after you have filled in all of the details 
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1. You should arrive at this page.   
2. You can fill in these details if you wish but it is often best to leave them blank at this point and fill them in once the installation is 

complete.  After installation you can find these fields under “Global Configuration”, then “server”. 
3. Either fill the fields in or leave the fields blank, once you have completed one of these actions, click on “Next” 
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1. First fill in all of the fields 
2. Whilst doing this you will create an 

“Admin Password”, it’s probably best to 
make a note of this somewhere 

3. As you are installing a Site Shaper it is 
assumed you wish to utilise the Shape 5 
Demo Data and start off with a site 
replicating the site shown in the Shape 5 
Demo 

4. To do this you must click on “Install 
Sample Data” 

5. Once you have clicked on this you should 
see the “Sample Data Installed 
Successfully” message appear where the 
button once was. 

6. In the top right hand corner click on 
“Next” to continue  
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1. Congratulations you have installed a Site Shaper! 
2. Don’t forget to remove the installation directory.  

You can do this by clicking on “remove installation 
folder” 

3. It is best to delete the original compressed 
package too 

4. Once you have deleted the installation folder and 
the package file click on “Admin” in the top right 

5. Log in using the details that you supplied Joomla! 
earlier 

6. To see the main site simply copy the address from 
the address bar and delete everything leaving only 
the URL before “administrator/”  For example if 
your two URLs will be: 
Main Site:  
http://www.mysite.com 
Administrator: 
http://www.mysite.com/administrator/ 
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